NEWS RELEASE

WHEELABRATOR HOSTS 20TH ANNUAL
ENVIRONMENTAL SYMPOSIUM
150 students from 15 middle schools
“Connecting to the Oceans”
SUNRISE, Fla. — May 6, 2014 — Protecting South Florida’s coastal areas,
exploring the impact of urban development on the Hudson River Estuary and raising
awareness about Atlantic menhaden fish populations are just a few of the
sustainability projects middle school students will present today at the 20th annual
Wheelabrator Symposium for Environment and Education in Sunrise, Florida.
In all, 150 students from 15 schools in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and Florida will
gather to present their projects to a panel of Wheelabrator Technologies
employees, educators and environmental experts. A first for the Symposium series,
each team presentation will be made available online, enabling classmates, family,
friends, teachers, school administrators, and community and business leaders to
watch the presentations unfold live at
www.wheelabratortechnologies.com/livestream/.
“The Wheelabrator Symposium has served as the foundation of our efforts to help
build sustainable communities and inspire the next generation of environmental
leaders,” said Mark Weidman, president of Hampton, New Hampshire-based
renewable energy provider Wheelabrator. “As we celebrate the 20th anniversary, we
applaud participating employees, educators and students for their inspiring dedication
to sustainability over two decades. It is our hope that all students engaged in this
environmental summit will continue to be inspired to make a difference and serve as
advocates for the environment.”
Under the guidance of local educators and Wheelabrator employees, student teams
identified an environmental issue in their local communities at the start of the school
year and decided how best to address it. Now, they must demonstrate to a panel of
educators and environmental experts at the annual 4-day Symposium how they
developed and implemented long-term solutions to those issues.
Through a partnership with third-generation ocean explorer Fabien Cousteau, the
2014 Wheelabrator Symposium’s theme, “Connecting to the Oceans,” encouraged
students to link the quality of their local environment to the health of the seas
around us. Cousteau will serve as a guest speaker at the Symposium’s 20th
anniversary celebration.
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“For 20 years, Wheelabrator’s Environmental Symposium program has encouraged
citizenship, environmental stewardship and innovative thinking among young people,”
said Fabien Cousteau, first grandson of legendary explorer Jacques-Yves Cousteau. “It
is our obligation to provide support and guidance to the next generation. I commend
Wheelabrator and its employees for their commitment to providing middle school
students with the resources and opportunities to become active environmental
leaders in their communities.”
Since 1994, the Wheelabrator Symposium has been a key component of the company’s
corporate social responsibility efforts, empowering more than 3,000 students to
become active community environmental leaders. Wheelabrator also provides
participating schools with in-kind and financial support, as well as a monetary
donation at the conclusion of the Symposium, and students can later qualify for a
scholarship through Wheelabrator’s partnership with Fisk University in Nashville,
Tennessee. The Symposium incorporates Science, Technology, Engineering, Math
(STEM) concepts and provides students with an interdisciplinary view of
environmental issues and solutions.
This year’s stakeholder panel includes Cousteau; Director of Physics Labs at Fisk
University Kent Wallace; President and CEO of the Bridgeport Regional Business
Council Paul Timpanelli; and Dr. Merilyn Johnson STEM Supervisor and Curriculum
Science Specialist for Broward County Public Schools. Jose Dotres, Broward County’s
Chief Academic Officer and Senior Leadership Cabinet member in charge of STEM, will
provide opening remarks.
The day will culminate with an awards dinner hosted by WPLG Local 10 (ABC)
Meteorologist Roland Steadham and feature the keynote address by Cousteau, founder
of Plant a Fish™. “I am thrilled to be a part of such an inventive and successful
environmental stewardship initiative,” Cousteau said.
On Wednesday, students have an opportunity to engage with other teams at the firstever Green Expo. Similar to a science fair, students will be provided a booth to
display their projects, interact, ask questions and share ideas and best practices with
their peers. The Symposium will conclude with a trip to Sawgrass Recreation Park,
where students can explore the Florida Everglades.
Beginning June 1, students will be able to follow Cousteau and his team during Mission
31, a month-long research mission in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
aboard Aquarius, the only underwater marine habitat and lab in the world. Students
also can participate in online science sessions on ocean conservation led by renowned
scientists.
The Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Sunrise – Sawgrass Mills is a partner sponsor of the
Symposium event, providing the accommodations for the anniversary celebration.
ABOUT WHEELABRATOR TECHNOLOGIES INC.
A wholly owned subsidiary of Waste Management, Wheelabrator Technologies Inc. is
a leader in the safe and environmentally sound conversion of municipal solid waste
and other renewable waste fuels into clean energy. Wheelabrator owns or operates
17 waste-to-energy facilities that provide safe waste disposal for towns and cities
across the U.S.
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Wheelabrator also operates four independent power plants designed to generate
electricity using an assortment of fuels, including waste wood, waste coal, and
natural gas. In addition to producing electricity, some of these facilities also produce
steam sold to nearby government and commercial establishments. Wheelabrator’s 21
facilities have a combined electric generating capacity of 853 megawatts, enough
energy to power more than 900,000 homes. To learn more, visit
www.wheelabratortechnologies.com. Tweet @WM_WTI.
ABOUT WASTE MANAGEMENT
Waste Management, Inc., (NYSE:WM), based in Houston, Texas, is the leading provider
of comprehensive waste management services in North America. Through its
subsidiaries, the company provides collection, transfer, recycling and resource
recovery, and disposal services. It is also a leading developer, operator and owner of
waste-to-energy and landfill gas-to-energy facilities in the United States. The
company’s customers include residential, commercial, industrial, and municipal
customers throughout North America. To learn more information about Waste
Management, visit www.wm.com or www.thinkgreen.com.
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